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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Y e l l o w  Sulphur Springs 
AND/OR COMMON 

 LOCATION ~ u s t  W of S t a t e  Route 643, between s t a t e  rou tes  642 and 723; 
STREET& NUMBER approxinately one m i l e  E o f  U. S .  Route 460. 

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Chr is t iansburg  X VICINITY OF Ninth c i l l i a m  C. Wampler) 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

V i r g i n i a  5 1 Montgonery 121 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

EBUILDINGIS) ZPRIVATE &UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL LPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YESRESTRICTED -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED -INOUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

ZNO -MILITARY X O T H E R :  None 

 OWNER OF PROPERTY 
, , . .  . : . .  . . 

NAME 
Mrs. C h a r l s i e  C. L e s t e r  

-- 
STREET5 NUMBER 

Y e l l o w  Sulphur S p r i n g s  
CITY TOWN STATE 

Chr i s t i ansburg  VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  24073 

~ L B C A T I O N  OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRYoFDEEDSETc Xontgomery County Courthouse 
STREET& NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
C h r i s  tiahsburg 

STATE 
V i r g i n i a  

- 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ( 2 )  (see continuation Sheet #I) 

T!TLE 

(1) H i s t o r i c  -4merican Bui ld ings Survey Inventory 
- 

DATE 
1958 XFEDERAL ATATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Library o f  Congress 

CITY TOWN STATE 
Washington D. C. - 



a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT XDETERIORATED -UNALTERED &ORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS 'KALTEREO -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Yellow Sulphur Springs r e s o r t  complex occupies a  s lop ing ,  s h e l t e r e d  s i te  i n  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h r e e  wooded hollows among s e v e r a l  h i l l s  i n  liontgomery County. 
The complcx is  t h e  product of s e v e r a l  bui ld ing  campaigns over  t h e  course of t h e  
n ine teenth  century ,  and al though s e v e r a l  of the  s t r u c t u r e s  have been removed t h e  
surviv ing  bu i ld ings  comprise one o f  t h e  o l d e s t  and most ex tens ive  complexes o f  
e a r l y  r e s o r t  bui ld ings  remaining i n  Vi rg in ia .  

The main bui ld ing ,  t h e  o l d e s t  surv iv ing  s t r u c t u r e  i n  the  group, is a two-story, e i g h t -  
bay frame h o t e l  bui ld ing  s e t  upon a f u l l  basement. Common-bond chimneys s t and  a t  
e i t h e r  end, and a two-story p o r t i c o  wi th  square Roman Doric p i e r s  s t r e t c h e s  t h e  
length  of t h e  weatherboarded s t r u c t u r e .  P resen t ly  i t s  p lan  c o n s i s t s  of f o u r  l a r g e  
rooms on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a s e r i e s  of sma l l e r  gues t  rooms connected by a passage 
along t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  bui ld ing  on t h e  second. Reputcdly an enlargement of a  ca.  
1810 s t r u c t u r e  (of which no v i s u a l  evidence remains),  t h e  present  fonn of t h e  h o t e l  
including t h e  chimneys and p o r c h e s , i s  a  r e s u l t  of work undertaken i n  t h e  1840s. 

Behind t h e  h o t e l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i s  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r ' s  co t tage .  This is a story-and-a- 
h a l f ,  L-shaped frame s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1870s. S e t  on a s t o n e  basenlent and 
a l t e r e d  wi th  a  shed a d d i t i o n ,  i t s  bracketed cornice  and t h e  pinnacle on i t s  gable  
a r e  i t s  only  e x t e r i o r  decora t ion .  

Aligned wi th  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r ' s  house, but  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  main h o t e l ,  is an  octagonal  
gazebo. B u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  n ine teen th  century ,  it has octagonal  columns and a 
bracketed cornice .  

On the: s.tdks of th& ' th?e& h : i ~ s  k h i c h c d m e i g e  a t  Yellow Sulphur Springs a r e  t h r e e  
rows of co t t ages  formerly denominated t h e  Petersburg ,  Memphis, a n d s p r i n g  H i l l  rows. 
The wester< o f  t h e s e  robs  is^ ' the i n o s t ' c ~ m ~ l e t e .  It c o n s i s t s ,  l i k e  th'e o t h e r s ,  of 
a  s e r i e s  o f  c l o s e l y  s e t  one-story,  s i x - u n i t  frame bu i ld ings  wi th  f u l l - l e n g t h  f r o n t  
porches and p l a i n  Greek Revival d e t a i l s .  The nor theas te rn  ahd sou theas te rn  rows 
each l ack  two of t h e i r  f o u r  bu i ld ings  which were des t royed f o r  f i r e  insurance  reasons.  
Behind-the wes tern  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  sou theas te rn  row su rv ives  a  ' s m a l l  one-story,frame, 
double s e r v a n t s '  c o t t a g e  b u i l t  t o  accommodate t h e  s l a v e s  of t h e  main rows' occupants.  

A t  t h e  e a s t  end o f  t h e  complex is  a p la in ,  one-story,  frame c a r r i a g e  house b u i l t  
i n  t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  and converted t o  a  garage i n  t h e  present  century .  Between 
i t  and t h e  o t h e r  bu i ld ings  s tood t h e  enormous l a t e  n ine teenth-century  h o t e l ,  a  two- 
and-one-half s t o r y  t u r r e t e d ,  Shingle  S t y l e  bui ld ing  which was destroyed i n  t h e  1940s. 

A t  t h e  nor thern  end of t h e  complex, up  another  hollow and next  t o  t h e  s i t e  of a  
man-made l a k e  s t ands  t h e  nineteenth-century bowling a l l e y .  This long, low, gable-  
roofed frame bui ld ing  is missing,much o f  i t s  cladding,  but  t h e  two o r i g i n a l  a l l e y s ,  
b a l l - r e t u r n  Crack, and s p e c t a t o r s '  s e a t i n g  su rv ive  i n  remarkably good condi t ion .  

J u s t i f i c a t i o n  of Acreage: 

The approximately 60 a c r e s  being nominated encompass a l l  the  bu i ld ings  and the  
sp r ings  which a r e  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  the  former spa.  
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A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

A R C H I T E C T U R E  -EDUCATION -MILITARY. 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-INVENTION 

-RELIGION 
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ZOTHER (SPECIFY) 
Resor t  Arch i t ec tu re  

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCH ITECT 

Yellow Sulphur Spr ings ,  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h r e e  hollows o r  ravines  
i n  the  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  o f  biontgomery County between Blacksburg and Chr is t iansburg ,  i s  
a  remarkable su rv ivor  o f  t h e  spas  f o r  which western Vi rg in ia  was renowned i n  t h e  
n ine teenth  century .  Despite  t h e  l o s s  of i ts  l a t e  n ine teenth-century  h o t e l  bui ld ing  
and s e v e r a l  sma l l e r  c o t t a g e s ,  t h e  surviv ing  o r i g i n a l  h o t e l ,  c o t t a g e  rows, gazebo, 
p r o p r i e t o r ' s  house, and r a r e  nineteenth-century bowling a l l e y  make t h i s  famous r e s o r t  
one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  and most complete of such complexes i n  Vi rg in ia .  A s  a  whole, 
it presents  an  i n t r i g u i n g  p i c t u r e  of t h e  upper middle-class  l e i s u r e - t i m e  and the ra -  
peu t i c  p u r s u i t s  of t h e  mid-Victorian e r a .  

1 Yellow Sulphur Springs became known t o  seekers  a f t e r  h e a l t h  and refreshment e a r l y  i n  
the  n ine teen th  century;  accounts o f  t h e  1870s and 1880s a s s e r t e d  t h a t  by t h a t  time 
the  sp r ings  had been i n  use f o r  60 o r  70 yea r s .  I n  f a c t ,  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  
appearing i n  t h e  November 23, 1810 Richmond Enquirer from"Viatort' (poss ib ly  a-pseu-  
donym of Episcopal  Bishop James Madison) descr ibed  " , ' ~ n y l o r ' s  Spr.ing'., .or 'The Yellow 
Spring"' i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l .  "The c l imate ,"  wrote t h e  author ,  "is exceeded by no o t h e r  
i n  po in t  of s a l u b r i t y ;  and t h e  accommodations, i n e v e r y y e s p e c t ,  a r c  cornfortable 
and agreeable.  .." The water  was "between 54 and 55 F" and was d i r e c t e d  i n t o  wooden 
channels f o r  i t s  u s e r s '  convenience. Experiments had been madqupon t h e  water; .  
dr inkers  discovered t h a t  i t  'checked t h e  pulse  and ac ted  as  a  d i u r e c t i c ,  purgat ive ,  
and whe t t e r  o f  t h e  a p p e t i t e .  Furthermore, V ia to r  be l ieved t h a t  it had a  t h e r a p e u t i c  
e f f e c t  u p o n s o r e s ;  u l c e r s ,  cutaneous d i so rde r s ,  "obs t ruc t ion  of t h e  Viscera ,"  and 
" b i l l i o u s  camplaints  . " 
A t  t he  time o f  V i a t o r ' s  w r i t i n g  Yellow Sulphur Springs was t h e  proper ty  o f  Charles  
Taylor. The l and  t a x  books i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were few improvements on t h e  land 
at t h e  time, bu t  t h e  comfortable accommodations noted by t h e  l e t t e r  w r i t e r  may have 
included t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  of the  o ld  h o t e l  bui ld ing  now s t and ing  on t h e  property.  
I n  1841 Taylor t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  " ~ a y l o r ' s  Springs Tract" t o  Armistead W. F o r r e s t  who 
held t h e  proper ty  f o r  twelve yea r s .  The land tax books support  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  
*L,. -..A&-.- -.-- X V W ~  ~ r ~ r  e rec ted  during t h e  F o r r e s t  tenure.  H i s  successo r s ,  Thomas H. 
Fowlkes, Charles B. Gardiner ,  and James P. Edmunds, m ~ d e  ,considerable.improvements 
t o  t h e  proper ty  a s  we l l .  

Yellow Sulphur Spr ings ,  a s  i t  was c a l l e d  by then,  enjoyed a  boom i n  popu la r i ty  spurred 
by t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  r a i l r o a d .  V i s i t o r s  t o  the  Springs dur ing  t h i s  period 
included Edmund Ruff in ,  Henry A .  Wise, Jr., Jubal  Ea r ly  and P. T. Beauregard. 
Indiv iduals  were allowed t o  b u i l d  p r i v a t e  cabins--Early 's  s tood u n t i l  1943--and, i f  
drawings by Lewis M i l l e r  and Edward Beyer published i n  1856 and 1857 r e s p e c t i v e l y  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #2) 
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  GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 17 553080 4114910 
F 17 553330 4115080 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 60 acres 

UTM REFERENCES 

AM 151 5, 31 51 8,OJ L4,11 1,41 8, 6, 0J 151 5, 31 7, 1, 01 14, 11 1,41 31 6, 01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cw j515,316,O1O1 14 ,1 (1 ,412 ,OI0 j  DU 151 51 31 21 5 ,  01 1 41 11 l1 41 41 9, 01 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The approximately 6U a c r e s  conlprising t h e  Yellow Sulphur 

Springs p rope r ty  a r e  bounded by a  l i n e  beginning a t  a  po in t  (A) on t h e  W s i d e  of S t a t e  
Route 643, a  l i t t l e  over  .2 m i l e  S  of the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s t a t e  r o u t e s  642 and 643; 
thence running approximately 2300 f e e t  S  fol lowing W s i d e  of  S t a t e  Route 643; then ex- 
tending approximately 900 f e e t  IW i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  fol lowing t r e e  l i n e ;  then extend- 
ing  400 f e e t  WNW i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  fol lowing t r e e  l i n e ;  then running  approximately 
1700 f e e t  gene ra l ly  NW fo l lowing t r e e  l i n e  f o r  f i r s t  900 f e e t ;  t hen  running approxi -  
mately 600 f e e t  NE i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  fol lowing t r e e  l i n e  (See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  i! 1 )  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAMEITITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conunission S t a f f  
L 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission September 1977 
S T R E E T &  N U M B E R  TELEPHONE ' ' 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  23219 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL- S T A T E X  LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665).  1 
ional Register and certify that it has been @valuated according to fhe 

Tucker H i l l  Executive Di rec to r  

. . . . , .. . 
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6.  REPRESENTATION 2 EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2)  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conmission Survey 
1967, 1968, 1977 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 
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Rasmusson, Karen. "Zoning Amendment Raises  Local Concerns". Radford Kews- - 
Journal ,  October 24, 1976. 

Riclunond Enquirer .  November 23, 1810. 
Robertson, Jenkins $1. "The Springs Revisi ted".  Context.  (V i rg in i a  Polytechnic 

I n s t i t u t e  magazine), V.  7, Autumn 1972. 
Worsham. John Gibson. Jr. "'A Place So Lof tv  and Secluded' :  Yellow Sulohur . . -  

Spr ings  i n  Montgomery County". V i r g i n i a  Cavalcade, XXVIT (Sumn~er 1977) . 
Yellow Sulphur Springs & Plontgomery Cou.:y. (n.p., n. d . ) ,  ca .  1976. - 

Informat ion  packet i n  f i l e s  of  VIILC. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL 
Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  

and c u t t i n g  a c r o s s  t ree-covered a r e a  l a s t  300 f e e t ;  then running approximately 
600 f e e t  E i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  fol lowing t r e e  l i n e ;  then extending  approximately 
500 f e e t  S  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  fol lowing t r e e  l i n e ;  then running approximately 
500 f e e t  E i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  fol lowing t r e e  l i n e  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  W s i d e  o f  
S t a t e  Route 643 and po in t  of  o r i g i n .  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

a r e  a c c u r a t e ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  main bu i ld ing  was enlarged  during t h a t  t ime t o  accommodate 
t h e  increased  c l i e n t e l e .  

Yellow Sulphur Springs was c losed  during t h e  War Eetween t h e  S t a t e s  but  was reopened 
and back i n  o p e r a t i o n  by 1869. I n  1871 i t  was purchased by L. 3.  and I. Wade f o r  
$25,000. The new owners added t h e  g a l l e r i e s  t o  t h e  c o t t a g e  rows, put i n  new 
ba ths ,  b u i l t  a  new mansarded h o t e l ,  and r e f i t t e d  t h e  s t i l l - s u r v i v i n g  bowling a l l e y .  
A year  l a t e r  they  cons t ruc ted  a  new sp r ing  house. During t h i s  prosperous per iod  
t h e  V i r g i n i a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and Mechanical College,  now known a s  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Polytech-  
n i c  I n s t i t u t e ,  was organized  by t r u s t e e s  meeting a t  t h e  Spr ings .  

A d i s a s t r o u s  f i r e  destroyed t h e  new h o t e l  i n  1883, and Yellori Sulphur Spr ings  under- 
went a  per iod  of d e c l i n e  which ended w i t h  t h e  purchase of t h e  proper ty  i n  1886 by 
Ridgervay Holt.  Zlolt b u i l t  t h e  l a r g e  Shingle-Sty le  h o t e l  which s tood  u n t i l  t h e  
1940s, and t h e  Springs aga in  enjoyed an e r a  of  popu la r i ty  which l a s t e d  u n t i l  1923. 
Promotional l i t e r a t u r e  o n  tlontgomery County which was publ i shed  f o r  t h e  Jarnestorin 
Expos i t ion  of  1907 acclaimed t h e  s p a ' s  "every f a c i l i t y  f o r  comfort o r  p l easu re , "  
i t s  "exce l len t  ballroom," and i ts  '%el l  v e n t i l a t e d  bowling a l l e y . "  

'Ihough Yellow Sulphur Spr ings  has su f fe red  yea r s  of  neg lec t  and t h e  l o s s  of  s e v e r a l  
bu i ld ings ,  i t s  p resen t  owner is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t s  p rese rva t ion  and r e v i t a l i z a t i o n .  








